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 The term “giant melanoma” is generally used to 
describe those cases of melanoma with a very large 
diameter independent of its depth [1,2]. There is 
no cutoff diameter for diagnosis of giant melanoma, 
although some authors confine this term to those 
lesions having a diameter larger than 10 cm [1,3].

The first description of a giant cutaneous melanoma 
dates back to 1970, when Bazex et al. described a case 
in a child [4].

We present a case of giant melanoma of the scalp 
observed in our department by 63 years old women. It 
is a rare but very aggressive pathology which is generally 
treated by radical surgery. We emphasize early diagnosis 
because a large extension of the tumor can lead to the 
need of a very extensive surgical resection.

The lesion had appeared about few years before and 
it had progressively increased in size. At first, she 
neglected the problem, but sought medical attention 
after the mass began bleeding. Physical examinations 
revealed a malodorous, brown-reddish, firm, bleeding 
vegetative mass with necrotic areas and purulent 
exudation (Figs 1a and 1b). The dimension of the 
tumor was 11 cm x 10 cm x 4 cm. Mild erythema 
appeared in the surrounding skin. After confirming 
the melanoma in the histopathological examination, 
the patient was referred to the Oncological Surgery 
Department for palliative treatment.

Malignant melanomas extended from the scalp and 
neck have a particularly poor prognosis [5]. According 
to Grisham, a melanoma is defined as giant if its width 
is equal to or greater than 10 cm and its thickness 
reaches at least 4 mm [6].

Their growth is usually very rapid and their prognosis, 
if we associate them with other locations of melanomas 
classified as giants, is very reserved [7].

Panajotovic et al. [8] describe the case of a 57-year-
old man with an exophytic pedicle 12X10 cm lesion 
corresponding to nodular melanoma ulcerated with 
a Breslow thickness of 100 mm. The patient does not 
have metastases or ganglia invaded despite tumor 
growth over three years.

His treatment was limited to surgical excision and the 
patient died of another pathology three weeks after 
the operation.

Ching and Gould [9] report the case of a 70-year-old 
man with a lesion that has been evolving for 3 months 
and measures 14.5x10.4 cm. It is exophytic, ulcerated 
corresponding to a grade 5 melanoma according to 
Clark and a Breslow thickness of 18mm.

The few cases described do not make it possible to release 
one or the other specificity concerning the very extensive 
melanomas of the scalp. It is therefore legitimate to 
associate them with other localizations of malignant 
melanomas of large size as to the therapeutic attitude.

The first treatment of these extensive lesions is the 
wide excision of the tumor with a margin of 2 to 3 cm.

Prognosis is very severe despite adjuvant medical 
treatments.

It is important to emphasize the importance of early 
diagnosis, which greatly facilitates surgery and other 
adjuvant treatments [10].
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Figure 1a: Giant tumour on the top of the head of a 63-year-old 
female patient

Figure 1b: Giant tumour on the top of the head of a 63-year-old 
female patient
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