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Historical Article

We want to refresh the memory of our readers with some of 
the eponyms present in dermatopathology literature linked to 
the neural tissue, which we listed it concisely, in Table I [1-13]. 
The notes presented  in the table  are only inclusive and by 

no means conclusive, and are only intended to define only 
each eponyms.We utilized the information available for each 
eponyms from Wikipedia. However, the readers are free to refer 
to the references below for further reading about each eponyms.
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Eponyms in the dermatopathology 
literature linked to the neural 

tissues

Remarks

Antoni A and B [1]

These are histopathological pattern seen in schwannomas, consisting of hypercellular area 
(Antoni A) and hypercellular area (Antoni B).
Described in 1920, by Nils Ragnar Eugene Antoni (1887-1968), a Swedish physician who 
became doctor of medicine and associate professor of neurology at the Karolinska Institute, 
Stockholm, Sweden.

Bodian stain [2] Special stain for nerve fibers and nerve endings. Named after David Bodian (1910-1992), 
(Fig. 1). Bodian received his Ph.D. in anatomy in 1934 and his M.D. in 1937 from the 
University of Chicago. He made major contributions to the knowledge of the basic structure of 
nerve cells.

Bourneville disease [3] This is not a common name for what is best known today as Tuberous Sclerosis 
Complex (TSC). It is named after, Désiré-Magloire Bourneville (1840-1909), (Fig. 2), a French 
neurologist born in Garencières.

Table I. Selected Eponyms in the dermatopathology literature linked to  the neural tissues

Figure 1. David Bodian (1910 - 1992)
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Carney complex [4]
Schwannomas may occur in association with Carney complex. The latter is an 
autosomal dominant condition comprising myxomas of the heart and skin, hyperpigmentation 
of the skin (lentiginosis), and endocrine overactivity. It is different from  Carney triad, which  
describes the coexistence of several neoplasms,  including: gastric epithelioid
leiomyosarcoma, pulmonary chondroma, and extra-adrenal paraganglioma.
Both are named after, J. Aidan Carney, (Fig. 3), a contemporary Professor of  Pathology at Mayo 
Medical School.

 

Flexner-Wintersteiner rosette [5]

It is a peculiar microscopic pattern seen in retinoblastoma and certain other 
ophthalmic tumors. They are true rosettes, which contain an empty lumen. They were first 
described by Simon Flexner (1863–1946), (Fig. 4), a physician, scientist, 
administrator, and professor of experimental pathology at the University of Pennsylvania.
The observation of Flexner was later confirmed by, Hugo  Wintersteiner (1865–1946) an Austrian 
ophthalmologist.

Homer-Wright rosettes Homer-Wright rosettes are a type of rosette in which differentiated tumor cells 
surround the neuropil. Examples of tumors containing these are neuroblastoma, 
medulloblastoma, andpinealoblastoma. They are considered „pseudo” in the sense they are not 
the true rosettes.

Lisch nodule [6] It is a pigmented hamartomatous nodular aggregate of dendritic melanocytes affecting the iris, 
named after Austrian ophthalmologist Karl Lisch (1907-1999), (Fig. 5), who first recognized 
them in 1937.

Masson neuronevus [7,8] It is more commonly, known as neural nevus, or neurotized melanocytic nevus. 
Named after, Claude L. Pierre Masson (1880-1959), (Fig. 6), French-born Canadian 
pathologist.

Meissner’s corpuscles [9-11] There are four major types of mechanoreceptors. These Meissner’s corpuscles, 
Pacinian corpuscles, Ruffini endings and Merkel’s discs.
Meissner’s corpuscles are named after, Georg Meissner (1829-1905), (Fig. 7), a 
German anatomist and physiologist.
Pacinian corpuscles, are named after, Filippo Pacini (1812-1883), (Fig. 8), who was  
an Italian anatomist, posthumously famous for isolating the cholera bacillus Vibrio 
cholerae in 1854.
Ruffini endings are named after, Angelo Ruffini (1864-1929), (Fig. 9). He was an 
Italian histologist and embryologist. 
Merkel’s discs are named after, Friedrich Sigmund Merkel (1845-1919), (Fig. 10). He was a 
leading German anatomist and histopathologist  in  the late 19th century.

Table I.  Selected Eponyms in the dermatopathology literature linked to  the neural tissues (continued)

Figure 2. Désiré-Magloire 
Bourneville (1840-1909)

Figure 3. J. Aidan Carney Figure 4. Simon Flexner 
(1863–1946)



Figure 5. Karl Lisch (1907-1999)
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 Schwann cells [12] Schwann cells are the principal glia of the peripheral nervous system. Named after  Theodor 
Schwann (1810-1882), (Fig. 11), who was a German physiologist. 

Verocay bodies [1]

A peculiar microscopic pattern seen in schwannomas, consisting of palisading cell around a 
cellular area. It is named after, Jose Juan Verocay (1876-1927), (Fig. 12). He was a 
Uruguayan physician who trained and worked for most of his adult life in Europe in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

von Recklinghausen syndrome [13] This is a synonym to neurofibromatosis. It is named after Friedrich Daniel von Recklinghausen 
(1833-1910), (Fig. 13), who was a German pathologist.

Table I. Selected Eponyms in the dermatopathology literature linked to  the neural tissues (continued)

Figure 6. Claude L. Pierre 
Masson (1880-1959). Reproduced 
from reference number 6. Figure 7. Georg Meissner 

(1829-1905)

Figure 8. Filippo Pacini 
(1812 -1883)

Figure 9. Angelo Ruffini 
(1864-1929) Figure 10. Friedrich Sigmund 

Merkel (1845-1919)
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Figure 11. Theodor 
Schwann (1810-1882) 

Figure 12. Jose Juan 
Verocay (1876-1927) Figure 13. Friedrich Daniel von 

Recklinghausen (1833-1910)
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