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Papillomatosis of the filiform papillae
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Figure 1: A clinical image showing a well-limited, pediculated, pink
papule with a smooth surface sitting on the dorsal surface of the tongue.

The mucosa of the tongue harbors filiform papillae,
fungiform papillae, foliaceous papillae, and
circumvallate papillae. Filiform papillac predominate,
covering the anterior two-thirds of the dorsum of
the tongue [1]. We report a case of physiological
papillomatosis of the filiform papillae.

A 57-year-old female with no previous medical history
presented herself with a slowly growing lesion on the tongue
present for the last eight months. A clinical examination
revealed a well-limited, pediculated, pink papule with a
smooth surface sitting on the dorsal surface of the tongue.
Dermoscopy revealed abundant and irregular linear
vessels in the transparent nuclet of the papillae, as well as
white shiny lines. In light of these findings, we suspected
the diagnosis of physiological papillomatosis, which was
confirmed by histology following the excision of the lesion.

Figure 2: A dermoscopic image showing abundant and irregular linear
vessels in the transparent nuclei of the papillae, as well as white shiny
lines.

Consent

The examination of the patient was conducted according to the
principles of the Declaration of Helsinki.
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