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Sir,

Merckel carcinoma is a very rare malignant tumor, 
occurring in the elderly, frequently localized at the 
cervico-cephalic extremity. We report an observation 
of a middle-aged man with merckel carcinoma in 
the right buttock, and we describe his dermoscopic 
appearance.

A 53-year-old man had presented a tumor in the 
right gluteal region for 7 months. Dermatologic 
examination showed an ulcerative budding tumor 
10 cm in diameter taking the right gluteal region 
bleeding on contact. Dermoscopy objectified milky 
red areas, chrysalids, white circles making white 
network or an inverted network like with red globules 
(Fig. 1). A skin biopsy was in favor of Merkel cell 
carcinoma (MCC).

MCC is a malignant neuroendocrine skin tumor 
at the expense of Merkel cells affecting humans 

over the age of 70. The most common location is 
the cervico-cephalic extremity. That of the gluteal 
region is very rare. Merckel carcinoma dermoscopy is 
not specific [1]. Biopsy with immunohistochemistry 
confirms the diagnosis. For localized MCC, a wide 
excision with a 2-3 cm margin is the treatment 
of choice. In the face of risk factors, adjuvant 
radiotherapy is suggested [2]. This was the case with 
our patient.

    Dermoscopy of Merckel carcinoma is rarely reported in 
the literature, we report a new dermoscopic pattern of 
this tumor with such a rare localization.
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Figure 1: (a) Ulcerated tumor of the right buttock, (b) Dermoscopic 
appearance of the tumor Legends: Yellow arrows: chrysalides; Red 
arrows: white circles making white network or inverted network like 
with red globules; Blue arrows: milky red area.
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