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Ecthyma gangrenosum (EG) is a severe, life-threatening 
skin infection that progresses sequentially to a 
maculopapular rash first, then a hemorrhagic bubble, 
then to necrotic ulceration surrounded by erythema. 
EG usually occurs in immunodepressed patients 
(aplasia secondary to chemotherapy, HIV infection, 
neutropenia or functional deficit of polynuclear 
neutrophils, agammaglobulinemia). Rarely, it affects 
healthy individuals. The differential diagnosis includes 
leishmaniasis, pyoderma gangrenosum, pressure 
ulcers and papulonecrotic tuberculids. Blood cultures 
and / or local sampling can isolate the causative 
organism which is P. aeruginosa. Treatment is based on 
parenteral antibiotics adapted to the antibiogram (third 
generation cephalosporin, fluoroquinolones) [1]. We 
report the case of a 50-years-old man patient followed 
for multiple myeloma under chemotherapy protocol 
who presented with multiple necrotic ulcers located 
in the scrotum with an erythematous border (Fig. 1), 
progressing in a feverish context and deterioration 
of general condition. The biological assessment 
objectified high VS at 30 mm, a CRP at 80 mg / l. A 
bacteriological sample of the pus revealed the presence 
of Pseudomonas Aeruginosa. The diagnosis of ecthyma 
gangrenosum was made. The patient was put on third 
generation cephalosporin intravenously. Complete 
healing with scarring occurred after 4 weeks.

   Consent

The examination of the patient was conducted according to the 
principles of the Declaration of Helsinki.

The authors certify that they have obtained all appropriate patient 
consent forms, in which the patients gave their consent for images 
and other clinical information to be included in the journal. The 
patients understand that their names and initials will not be 
published and due effort will be made to conceal their identity, 
but that anonymity cannot be guaranteed.
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Clinical Image

Figure 1: Multiple scrotal ulcers in ecthyma gangronosum.
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