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Cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) remains endemic
in certain regions of the world. Several atypical
presentations have been described in the literature.
Herein, we report an unusual case of CL due to
Leishmania infantum (LI) manifesting itself as chronic
keloidal nodules on the hand.

A 47-year-old patient from southeastern Tunisia
presented at our department with non-healing
nodules on the back of the right hand evolving
for the last two years. The nodules recurred after
surgical excision and antibiotic treatments. An
examination revealed two non-ulcerated keloidal
nodules on the back of the right hand, 2.5 cm and
1 cm in diameter (Fig. 1). A histopathological
examination revealed hyperkeratosis, acanthosis,
and dermal granulomatous inflammation with a
predominantly histiocytic infiltrate containing
small and spherical non-flagellated cells with
bar-shaped paranuclear kinetoplasts. The diagnosis
of chronic CL was retained. Species typing by
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) revealed the
presence of LI MON-24 in the skin lesions. The
patient was treated with meglumine antimoniate
intramuscularly with a good response.

In Tunisia, CL is mainly caused by Leishmania major,
LI, and Leishmania tropica (LT) [1]. Its clinical and
progressive features depend on the infecting species
and the immune response of the host [2]. Chronic
CL (persistent for twelve months or more) is easily
misdiagnosed because the lesions are often atypical
and may be confused with other inflammatory and
neoplastic skin diseases [3]. Furthermore, due to the

Figure 1: Non-ulcerated erythematous cutaneous nodules on the
back of the right hand, without scales or crusts, 2.5 cm and 1 cm in
size by the long axis.

low density of Leishmania bodies in this form, PCR
is the most accurate diagnostic technique. The main
causal agents of chronic CL are LT in the Old World
and, less commonly, Leishmania braziliensis in the
New World. Eroglu et al. reported LI to be a causal
agent of the nodular form of chronic LC [3], as in
our patient.

Consent

The examination of the patient was conducted according to the
principles of the Declaration of Helsinki.

The authors certify that they have obtained all appropriate patient
consent forms, in which the patients gave their consent for images
and other clinical information to be included in the journal. The
patients understand that their names and initials will not be
published and due effort will be made to conceal their identity,
but that anonymity cannot be guaranteed.
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