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 A 53-year-old female presented to us with complaint 
of pain over the left fourth toe. It had its onset after 
sustaining trauma at the site five years ago. Three 
months following the trauma, she noticed a nail-like 
outgrowth projecting over the nail of the left fourth toe, 
which was growing at the same speed as the underlying 
nail. Physical examination showed a solitary, well 
defined nail on the top of the normal nail arising from 
the eponychium (Fig. 1). X-ray of the affected finger 
didn’t reveal polydactyly or any bone abnormality. 
With a diagnosis of ectopic nail, complete excision 
of the nail with its germinal matrix was planned 
(Fig. 2).  Histopathological examination revealed 
a well-formed nail with germinal matrix without a 
granular layer (Fig. 3).

  Ectopic nail or Onychoheterotopia is an extremely 
rare disorder, in which the nail tissue grows outside 
the classic nail unit of the dorsal fingers and toes. It 
may either be congenital or acquired. Acquired ectopic 

Clinical Image

Figure 1: A solitary, well defi ned nail on the top of the normal nail 
arising from the eponychium of the left fourth toe.

Figure 3: A well-formed nail with germinal matrix without a granular 
layer (40×magnifi cation).

Figure 2: Complete excision of the nail with its germinal matrix.
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nail is usually an outcome of trauma to the nail unit 
which may in turn result in transfer of inoculation of 
the nail matrix, causing the ectopic nail growth. it is 
usually asymptomatic but it can be associated with 
pain, pruritus and swelling. Histopathological diagnosis 
is based upon the presence of a fully developed nail 
unit, including a corneous nail plate and nail matrix. 
Regardless of the type, the standard treatment of 
ectopic nail is total surgical excision of the nail unit 
including the nail matrix. 

In conclusion, ectopic nail is a rare condition that is 
easily managed through surgical excision. Although it 
is uncommon, knowledge of its clinical manifestations 
will assure proper diagnosis and management.
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