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  Acute localized exanthematous pustulosis (ALEP) is 
a rare, acute eruption that is related to drug intake in 
almost 90% of cases. However, recent findings have 
underlined the potential implication of viral infections 
as well as spider bites in this skin condition. Here, we 
report a particular case of pediatric ALEP triggered by 
a spider bite and we hope that it will help enlarge the 
images library of acute and sterile pustular eruptions. 

A 5 year-old-patient presented with a two-day history 
of itchy perineal lesions. His mother reported that he 
was bitten by a shiny black-colored spider on the left 
inguinal fold, that she saw but could not capture as 
she was frightened. She also precised that the spider 
bite occurred 48 hours before the eruption. Physical 
examination found perineal swelling with erythema 
and numerous nonfollicular pustules, some coalescing 
into lakes of pus with scattered yellowish crusts. 
These lesions were localized over the lower abdomen, 
the scrotum and the inner thighs, extending to the 
gluteal area (Fig. 1). A skin biopsy revealed subcorneal 
pustules, and inflammatory infiltration in the upper 
dermis.  The patient was diagnosed with acute 
localized exanthematous pustulosis. Major differentials 
include pustular eruptions, mainly pustular psoriasis 
and bacterial infections. Key differentiating features 
include acute course, history of a trigger factor, and 
rapid resolution of the lesions. In our case, clinical 
symptoms and rash were dramatically improved after 
3 days of topical Betamethasone Dipropionate 0,05%, 
with no recurrence after a 6-moth follow up.
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Figure 1 : Perineal swelling with erythema and numerous nonfollicular 
pustules over the lower abdomen, the scrotum and the inner thighs, 
extending to the gluteal area.
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