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Sir,

Molluscum contagiosum is a benign skin lesion with a 
characteristic appearance caused by cutaneous poxvirus 
infection [1]. Herein we report a case of a zosteriform 
eruption like molluscum contagiosum.

A 12-year-old girl who had a history of atopic dermatitis 
referred to our consultation for umbilicated pearly 
papules on the right side of the trunk for a 1-month 
duration. She applied desonide 0.1% cream 15days 
before for atopic dermatitis and developed lesions 
with a zosteriform distribution. Clinical examination 
revealed multiple, umbilicated, dome shaped papules 
lateralized to right side of trunk in a zosteriform pattern 
(Figs. 1a and 1b). Histologic examination of skin biopsy 
showed lobules of hyperplastic squamous epithelium 
separated by fine septa of the compressed dermis and 
eosinophilic inclusion bodies above the basal cell layer. 
The patient was treated with curettage and topical 
application of 10% potassium hydroxide.

Molluscum contagiosum is a poxvirus infection caused 
by a virus in the subgenus Molluscipoxvirus with 4 
viral subtypes. Clinically, it is characterized by solitary 
or multiple umbilicated, dome-shaped, waxy papules 
from 2 to 8 mm in diameter [1]. There is a predilection 
for the head, neck, trunk, flexural and genital areas in 
children and adolescents [2]. There have been reported 
cases of linear and koebnerization lesions in scar surgery 
[3]. The eruption of molluscum contagiosum lesions in 
our patient is probably associated with the application 
of desonide for atopic dermatitis. Since the altered 
epidermal barrier leads to increased susceptibility 
to viral skin infections and scratching leading to 

autoinoculation [1]. Zosteriform-like eruptions can 
be observed in several diseases, such as lichen planus, 
cutaneous metastasis, lymphangioma, and leishmaniasis.

  To our knowledge, there is only one case of zosteriform 
molluscum contagiosum in the face in HIV patient [4]. 
Herein we report the first case of zosteriform molluscum 
contagiosum in an immunocompetent patient with 
atopic dermatitis.
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Figure 1: (a and b) Multiple, umbilcated, dome-shaped papules 
lateralized to right side of trunk
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