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Sir,

Hailey-Hailey disease or benign familial pemphigus is a 
rare autosomal dominant blistering dermatosis related 
to mutations in the ATP2C1 gene [1]. Here we reported 
a new case with dermoscopic description.

A 45–year-old woman presented a 5-year history of a 
painful erythematous rash in the skin folds especially in 
the inframammary area. The patient reported a similar 
condition to her family members. Physical examination 
showed irregular, erythematous areas with superimposed 
thick whitish areas (Fig. 1). The other flexural areas were 
normal. Dermoscopic examination showed pinkish-
white areas in a cloud-like arrangement separated by 
pink furrows (Fig. 2). Histological examination revealed 
hyperkeratosis, acanthosis, acantholytic cells giving 
a dilapidated brick wall appearance with negative 
immunofluorescence compatible with the diagnosis 
of Hailey-Hailey disease. The patient was treated with 
doxycycline 100 mg per day for 3 months showing partial 
resolution of the symptoms.

The Hailey-Hailey disease is an uncommon 
genodermatosis characterized by flexural erosions, 
blisters and warty papules [1]. It can be confused 
with other flexural disorders such as inverse psoriasis, 
subcorneal pustular dermatosis, Darier and Dowling 
Degos diseases [2]. Dermoscopy of Hailey Hailey has 
been described before and showed a combination 
of pink and white areas. Irregular whitish areas were 
separated by pink furrows realizing a cloud pattern. 
Small erosions and ulcerations were also occasionally 
visible [3]. In contrary to that, in Darier disease, they 
are polygonal, star-like, roundish oval, yellowish areas 
with a whitish peripheral halo [4]. Dermoscopy of 

inverse psoriasis showed homogeneously distributed 
“red dots” on an erythematous background with typical 
bush capillaries [5].
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Figure 1: Irregular, erythematous areas with superimposed thick 
whitish areas.

Figure 2: Dermoscopic image showing pinkish-white areas in a cloud-
like arrangement separated by pink furrows.
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Consent

The examination of the patient was conducted according to the 
Declaration of Helsinki principles.

The authors certify that they have obtained all appropriate patient 
consent forms. In the form the patient(s) has/have given his/her/
their consent for his/her/their images and other clinical information 
to be reported in the journal. The patients understand that their 
names and initials will not be published and due efforts will be made 
to conceal their identity, but anonymity cannot be guaranteed.
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